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Written by a team of international repute, this book amply fulfils its objective of providing a critical and comprehensive review of diagnostic enzymology. It is mainly directed at chemical pathologists and clinical biochemists.
Part I covers biochemical aspects and starts by summarizing knowledge of enzyme structure and action and discussing terminology and classification. It goes on to review systematically the function, properties, distribution, methods of estimation and clinical significance of oxidoreductases, transferases, hydrolases, lysases and isomerases of diagnostic interest, forty-nine enzymes being covered in all. It concludes with a discussion of the practical aspects of assay procedures.
Part II deals with clinical aspects. Professor Wilkinson is responsible for a chapter on the rationale of serum enzyme tests and for others evaluating enzyme assays in cardiovascular disorders, diseases of the urinary tract, malignant disease, and pregnancy. Dr Rosalki contributes the chapters concerned with muscular and hepatobiliary disease, while those dealing with alimentary, osseous and himatological diseases are written by Dr Gowenlock, Dr Moss and Dr Beutler respectively. Professor Ryman contributes a chapter on the glycogen storage diseases and Dr Raine and Mr Westwood jointly cover other inborn errors of metabolism.
Coverage of the subject is excellent and balanced. The reviewer regretted the relative lack of data on normal ranges although appreciating the reasons for this. The style of presentation is good throughout and the chapter on enzyme tests in muscle disorders deserves special praise. Each chapter has an extensive bibliography and nearly 3000 references are given with full titles; a few are as recent as 1974. The authors and publisher are to be congratulated on the production of this valuable book. It deserves to be on the bookshelf of every established and trainee chemical pathologist and clinicians will profit by reading relevant sections. 
